INFORMATION LETTER 
NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 


No. 541 Washington, D. C. March 9, 1935 


Meeting of Subcommittee on Descriptive Terms for Peas 


The subcommittee on descriptive labeling for peas, appointed by 


presidents of canners’ associations in pea-canning states, met in Wash- 
ington March 6th and 7th to consider the problem of objective tests in 
connection with those descriptive terms which will require the develop- 
ment of scientifically determined definitions. The personnel of the sub- 
committee was representative of all of the major pea-canning districts. 

The principal work of the subcommittee was to classify samples of 
peas on the basis of texture according to terms commonly used by con- 
sumers, so that this classification might be correlated with the results of 
tests for texture previously made on similar samples by the Associa- 
tion’s research laboratory. Through this correlation it will be possible 
to assign definite limits, on the basis of the laboratory tests, for each 
of the deseriptive terms proposed for texture. 

The subcommittee also had under consideration the factors other 
than texture for which descriptive terms were proposed, and the appro- 
priate definitions for these terms. 


Canning Code Authority Meets 


The Canning Code Authority as eleeted in December met in Wash- 
ington on March 5th, 6th and 7th. As now constituted, the Code Au- 
thority has sixteen members, ten of whom were on the original body. 
The new members include: E. 8. Thorne, Walter L. Graefe, William H. 
Ritter, H. A. White, L. B. Sammis, and A. F. Schroder. 

Among matters up for consideration at the meeting were changes 
in Wage rates as proposed in « petition from canners in the Ozark ter- 
ritory, formulation of recommendations to the National Recovery Ad- 
ministration with respect to the flat rate for tomato peeling, and plans 
for continuance of the field work on payroll audits. 


Increase Indicated in Canning Pea Acreage 

Reports to the Association’s Statistical Division from 219 pea 
canners who in 1934 planted 89.1 per cent of the total acreage of peas 
for canning indicate their intentions to increase their acreage this year 
by 11.4 per cent. Nothing is known of the intentions of some of the 
56 pea canners who did not report intended acreage. Some of these 
canners, however, reported that their plans were not sufficiently com- 
plete to enable them to indicate their probable acreage for 1935. 
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The indicated increase in acreage is not at all general. Frequently 
the increase in acreage in a given state was the result of a relatively 
large increase on the part of a few canners, with no increase for the 
remainder, For the country as a whole, 46.5 per cent of the canners 
indicated an increase in acreage, 13.2 per cent a decrease, and the re- 
maining 40.3 per cent reported intentions to plant the same acreage as 
last year. It cannot be inferred, therefore, that the canners whose re- 
ports are not included will increase their acreage by the same percentage 
as those who did report. 

The acreage that will actually be planted by pea canners may be 
larger or smaller than that indicated. About all that can be said is 
that there seems to be a general tendency to increase pea acreage for 
the country as a whole. 


Canned Food Exports in January 


Exports of canned beef, pork, peas, tomatoes, condensed milk, 
berries, prunes and sardines increased during the month of January as 
compared with January, 1934. The monthly statistics as compiled by 
the Department of Commerce follow: 


January, 1934 January, 1935 
Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 


1,109,100 §$ 339,701 1,379,787 $ 468,921 
103,605 20,345 237,072 77,262 
915,186 270,469 989,303 361,343 
114,065 25,580 67,816 15,382 
66,253 14,307 85,506 14,934 
Canned vegetables, total 2,404,434 200,769 2,206,729 212,764 
Asparagus 1,106,219 112,881 1,024,571 123,240 
Baked beans, and pork and 
beans 630,978 26,820 435,030 21,032 
Corn 115,804 9,335 03,726 8,274 
Peas 146,731 13,846 178,015 15,520 
Soups 106,491 13,473 101,010 13,256 
102,864 6,025 235,101 12,065 
195,257 17,489 228,367 10,377 
Condensed milk 476,498 55,827 400,147 
Evaporated milk 3,544,976 218,590 2,679,054 
Canned fruits, total 29,535,200 1,950,585 17,889,465 
Apples and applesauce 690,958 26,000 415,520 
Apricots 1,097,021 71,412 502,561 
Berries, other 24,670 3,312 20,855 
94,306 15,188 01,525 
Fruits for salad 3,487,566 349,834 2,183,087 
Grapefruit 7,516,733 402,682 6,154,190 
Loganberries 111,159 6,669 412,587 
7,088,814 405,882 2,444,110 
6,205,134 380,508 4,822,510 
2,014,099 172,800 538,366 
85,237 8,352 88,678 
219,602 17,766 206,467 
Salmon 3,237,265 470,302 5,467,207 
Sardines 2,755,146 165,822 3,325,785 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Shipments of fresh vegetables were somewhat smaller for the week 
ended March 2 than for the previous week or for the corresponding week 
last year. Shipments of fresh string beans, however, were very much 
larger than a year ago but about the same as for the previous week. 
Tomato shipments continue very small from domestic sources but im- 
ports are well above those of a year ago. Shipments of fresh peas and 
spinach were both somewhat smaller than shipments for the correspond- 
ing week last year. 


CagLor SuipMents as Rervorrep sy THe Bureau or Economics, 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


Week ended Weekended ‘Total for season 


Commodity March 2 February 23 through March 2 
1934 1935 1935 1934 1935 
Vegetables: 
Beans, snap and lima........... 265 420 440 5,841 3,225 
409 217 237 2,588 2,801 
197 186 216 1,355 1,206 
sind 300 238 310 4,504 3,251 
All other vegetables: 
Domestic— 
Competing directly .......... 4,587 3,405 4,137 69,553 65,572 
Competing indirectly ........ 129 380 381 33,061 50,374 
Importe— 
Competing directly .......... 21 49 73 240 389 
Competing indirectly ........ 28 18 33 224 823 
Fruits: 
Citrus, domestic ............... 2,854 3,979 3,804 55,463 64,777 
2 0 1 457 67 
Others, domestic ............... 186 173 204 14,872 17,712 
Index of fresh vegetables prices... 85 85 
Index of canned vegetables prices. 92 92 


Canadian Canned Tomato Outlook 


Canadian canners are somewhat apprehensive over the large sup- 
ply of canned tomatoes on hand and the probability of a necessary 
reduction in acreage in 1935, according to the U. 8. commercial attache 
at Ottawa. Growers who testified before the Price Spreads Committee 
that 25 cents per bushel, the price paid under last year’s contract for 
tomatoes, would have to be increased in order to make the growing of 
tomatoes possible, had anticipated receiving a price for this year’s crop 
around 37 cents per bushel; but should such an increase in price be 
made it would be accompanied by a material reduction in the quantity 
of tomatoes contracted for by the canners. 

Preliminary figures estimate the 1934 pack of tomatoes as 1,994,969 
cases, with a carryover on April 1, 1934, of 1,395,681 cases. Consump- 
tion since April 1, 1934, is estimated at 500,000 cases and this would 
leave a balance on hand of 2,890,650 cases. With the annual consump- 
tion estimated at 1,800,000 cases, there would be left sufficient canned 
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tomatoes to almost fill the requirements for 1936, not considering the 
contemplated pack for 1935. As the possibility of relief through export 
appears very slim, the outlook for Canadian tomato growers and 
canners in the coming year is not very optimistic. 


Alleged Code Violation Case Before Federal Trade Commission 


Upon application of the National Recovery Administration the 
Federal Trade Commission has issued a complaint against two Virginia 
firms for violation of the blue crab industry code of fair competition. 
The firms are alleged to have violated the code by paying wages below 
those prescribed in the code and by shipping crab meat for sale on 
consignment, which is prohibited by the code. 


The practices charged in the complaint are alleged to unfairly 
divert trade from competitors and to injure the purchasing publie by 
(1) compelling competitors to violate laws governing the blue crab in- 
dustry in order successfully to remain in the industry; (2) excluding 
from the industry all competitors who observe and obey the laws ap- 
plicable to the industry; (3) lessening the supply of crabs to be avail- 
able for future food supply; and (4) denying the public the benefit of 
the code relative to minimum wages, methods of distribution and con- 
servation of natural food supplies, which are a necessary part of the 
plan and purpose of the National Industrial Recovery Act. 

The Commission has fixed Friday, April 5, for the respondents to 
show cause why an order to cease and desist from the practices alleged 
in the complaint should not be issued. 


Belgian Vegetable Canning Industry Depressed 


The Belgian vegetable canning industry is passing through 4 
period of depression, according to the American consul at Antwerp. 
The industry is suffering from overproduction as a result of the decline 
in exports, which in normal years amount to roughly 60 per cent of total 
output. From 1927 to 1931, Belgian exports of canned vegetables aver- 
aged 14,000 short tons per year, valued at 68,000,000 francs. The pro- 
duction of canned vegetables, which exceeds 25,000,000 cans, is largely 
destined for export. Exports, which remained steady until the end of 
1931, suddenly dropped 43 per cent in quantity and 48 per cent in value 
in 1932. Canned peas, which constitute the principal item of export, 
declined in 1932 by 51 per cent, asparagus by 60 per cent, and all other 
canned vegetables by 43 per cent. 


Circular On Cauliflower and Broccoli 


In circular No, 152 the New York Agricultural Experiment Station 
at Geneva, N. Y., furnishes information on soil requirements for cauli- 
flower and sprouting broccoli, varieties, fertilizing, culture, harvesting 
and packing. Copies are available from the Station. 
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Canadian Investigation of Canning 


The Canadian Royal Commission on Price Spreads has concluded 
hearings on the canning industry, according to the U. 8S. commercial 
attache at Ottawa, and the hearings brought to light some very inter- 
esting facts. Among these was the very marked lowering of prices paid 
by packers for fruit and vegetables between 1930 and 1934. The aver- 
age prices paid to farmers in 1934, as compared with those paid in 
1930, were: 


1934 1930 
Tomatoes, per bushel............... $ 0.42 $ 0.25 
Golden bantam corn, per ton......... 21.00 12.00 
Asparagus, per pound............... 12 08 
s 75.00 40.54 
POF POUR... 04 02 
Strawberries, per quart............. 10 03 
Raspberries, per quart.............. 12 06 
Red cherries, per pound............. 05 02 
09 02 


Wages paid to factory workers in the canning industry varied in 
different provinces and in different sections of the province, but full- 
time male workers received from 18% to 32 cents per hour, while 
women full-time workers received between 10 and 20 cents per hour. 

According to evidence developed at the hearings, three large can- 
ning companies practically control the industry in Canada, the Cana- 
dian Canners, Ltd., Associated Quality Canners, Ltd., and King «& 
Rankin, Ltd. Canadian Canners has over a period of years acquired 
some eighty plants, and is now the largest concern of its kind in the 
British Empire and one of the largest in the world, Of the eighty plants 
owned by Canadian Canners eighteen are considered obsolete. In addi- 
tion to the plants, the company owns sixteen farms, but the firm stated 
before the Commission that they have been operated at a loss. Only 
38 of the 80 plants were in operation in 1934, but those in operation 
made sufficient profit to carry the cost of the non-operating units. 

All other canning companies-are operated on « basis similar to the 
Canadian Canners, Ltd., with respect to prices to growers, wages paid 
employees, hours of labor, ete. 


Bulletin On 1933 Canning Census Issued 


Copies of Bulletin No. 113-A, giving the output of canned fruits 
and vegetables by states in 1933 as compiled by the U. 8. Census 
Bureau, and the output of canned fishery products as compiled by the 
U. 8. Bureau of Fisheries, have been mailed to all members of the 
Association. Additional copies desired by members for their files may 
be obtained upon request. 
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Insecticide Code Amendment Would Prohibit Destructive Pricing 


An amendment prohibiting “destructive pricing” has been proposed 
by the code authority for the agricultural insecticide and fungicide 
industry—a division of the chemical manufacturing industry. 

The term “destructive pricing” is defined under the proposal to 
mean the sale or offer for sale of products “without profit or below cost,” 
or at prices which “imperil small enterprises, or tend towards monopoly 
or impair code wages and working conditions.” 

The code at present permits the establishment of lowest reasonable 
costs below which members would not be permitted to sell products in 
the event an emergency is declared by the code authority and approved 
by N.R.A. Such an emergency, under which the minimum selling price 
for lead arsenate and calcium arsenate was established, has been 
declared and approved by N.R.A. but is due to expire on April 7. 


Tests Prove Hybrid Sweet Corn Superior 


Hybrid inbred sweet corns grown on the canning crops farm at the 
New York State Experiment Station at Geneva since 1928 have con- 
sistently outyielded standard varieties of sweet corn and have displayed 
other desirable characteristics, such as disease resistance, high quality, 
and even maturity, according to an article on hybrid sweet corns by 
©, B. Sayre appearing in Farm Research, the Station’s new quarterly 
magazine for farmers. The outstanding hybrid inbred tested at the 
Station is Golden Cross Bantam, a high-yielding and high quality mid- 
season strain which is described as possessing distinct advantages over 
the best standard varieties from the point of view of the grower, the 
canner, and the consumer. 

Due to the fact that seed of the hybrid inbred varieties must be 
procured each season from the original source of the cross, the price 
of this seed when first introduced was quite high, costing as much as 50 
cents per pound or more. Seed is now available at very reasonable 
prices, although higher than that of the standard varieties. 


Employment of Women in Puerto Rico 


The Women’s Bureau of the U. 8. Department of Labor has issued 
an illustrated report of 34 pages on the employment of women in Puerto 
Rico, one section of which is devoted to canneries. In this section in- 
formation is furnished as to earnings, hours, working conditions, etc. 
The study was conducted jointly by the Federal and Insular Depart- 
ments of Labor. The report was written by Miss Manning. Interested 
canners may obtain copies of the report from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D. C., for 5 cents each. 
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Fraudulent Claim Detected 


A claim which alleged illness from a canned food and which was 
investigated by this Association in 1933 was recently tried in Pittsburgh. 
During the trial it was brought out by defense attorneys that the claim- 
ant had brought suits against a number of other companies, collected 
damages in a number of instances, and was a professional litigant. 
Upon learning this, apparently for the first time, claimant's attorney 
withdrew from the case and the court directed a verdict for the defend- 
ant grocery company. The judge was requested to call the matter to 
the attention of the U. 8. District Attorney with a view to having crimi- 
nal action taken against the claimant. 


This case received considerable local publicity and it is hoped will 
tend to discourage unjust damage claims in that district at least. 


Canning Code Amendment Is Approved 


The National Industrial Recovery Board has announced approval 
of an amendment to the code for the canning industry. 

The amendment provides that in the Territory of Hawaii the mini- 
mum rate of pay shall not be less than that paid for the same class of 
work on July 15, 1929, provided that the minimum rate in the city and 
county of Honolulu shall be 25 cents per hour for males and 20 cents 
for females and that the minimum rate elsewhere shall be not less than 
9 per cent of the Honolulu rate. It is estimated that the proposed 
change will increase the industry's annual pay roll by over $200,000. 


The order of approval provides that section 9 of article V of the 
code requiring authorization in writing by employees for deductions 
from wages shall not be applicable to the deductions for prerequisites 
which may be authorized by the deputy administrator for Hawaii as 
provided in the amendment. The amendment shall become effective on 
March 17, 1985. 


Hearings on A.A.A. Amendments and Food Law Revision 


Hearings on the amendments to the Agricultural Adjustment Act 
as proposed in H. R. 5585 were continued before the House Committee 
on Agriculture on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, March 4-6. 
Seerctary Wallace appeared before the committee on Wednesday in 
support of the legislation. Hearings on 8. 1807 (a companion bill) were 
begun before the Senate Committee on Agriculture and Forestry on 
Thursday, and Administrator Chester C. Davis was the first witness 
lo be heard. The hearing continued on Friday. 

The hearings before the Senate Commerce Committee on the Cope- 
land bill (8. 5) to amend the Food and Drugs Act, which began on 
March 2, were continued from that date to Friday, March 8, when 
additional witnesses were heard. 
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Amendment Proposed on Canned Salmon Labeling 


A proposed amendment to the Copeland bill (8. 5) has been sub- 
mitted by Senator McNary and referred to the Senate Commerce Com- 
mittee which would require that, in the case of canned salmon, the 
label should carry the geographical name of the river, stream, bay or 
sound or the general geographical name of the locality in which the 
salmon were caught. 
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